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Garabari means Corroborree in Wiradjuri. This Garabari is a love letter, I guess, to my family; 
to my Koori community and to all of us who don’t feel ‘cultural’ enough. A fist shaken at a 
system that committed genocide and now, perversely, tells us we aren't Black enough.

This Garabari asks: how is culture made and who gets to make it? To begin, Dad and I went out on Country 
to meet people and to yarn. Our footprints ended up in Wagga-Wagga: the Place Where People Come 
to Dance and Celebrate; where the mighty Marrambidja floods, filling the lagoons with cod and lobster. 
‘Supermarkets’, Uncle James calls them, feeding Mob whilst they gather and dance.

Solemn or playful, this Garabari speaks to the virtuosity of Wiradjuri ceremony – one shared ritual that can 
be read in multiple ways depending on where you stand in the knowledge system. The concealing is just as 
important as the revealing and, sometimes, you have to go for a wander to find what you’re looking for. 

Like all corroborees, this Garabari has been authored by a community of Elders, dancers, artists, 
musicians, crew and Wiradjuri speakers, both Koori and non-Indigenous. I honour and thank them all. Most 
importantly this Garabari is led by Elders: my father Uncle Christopher and, in Wagga-Wagga, I found the 
joy of being embraced by a newfound family. Aunty Cheryl, Aunty Mary, Aunty Jackie and Uncle James have 
kindly and generously shared with us the story of the Making of the Murrumbidgee. This Story of the power 
of the Wiradjuri matriarchy forms the narrative spine of this Garabari, just as the River itself forms the spine 
of the space. 

As I write this, our precious Wiradjuri Country is under water; flooding caused by unbridled greed. The 
Rivers, as Aunty Cheryl says, are speaking to us. This Garabari is an invitation to listen, to gather, to move 
together and to act; the time for standing back and watching is over.

– Joel Bray
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