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Tower Suites
Ros Warby
Presented by Arts House and Ros Warby
World Premiere

Wednesday 22 February  2012 – Sunday 26 February 2012
Post – show Q&A Thu 23 Feb

50 mins

Artistic Note
The spaces we inhabit can frame our experience. How we see. and relate to each other and the world, inspire what we imagine, create, build and destroy. Hierarchies exist, however small, and we navigate them daily. And the body seems to tell all.

Tower Suites is dance work that lends itself more to a musical reading than a theatrical one. Having such a longstanding creative team has allowed us to develop rapport. t rust and curiosity between the choreography of dance, sound and film. Tower Suites utilizes this work and plays on the subtleties of relationship, exposing underlying nuances of interaction.
Ros Warby
Artistic Credits

Creation: Ros Warby in collaboration with Helen Mountfort, Margie Medlin and Ria Socmardjo
Choreography and Performence: Ros Warby
Light, Projection nd Set Design: Margie Medlin
Compostion, Cello and Performance : Helen Mountfort
Voice and Performance: Ria Socmardjo
Cinematography: Ben Speth
Film Editing: Martin Fox
Tabla: Sam Evans
Photographer: Calista Lyon
Costume Design: Harriet Oxley 
Film Crew

Production Manager: Calista Lyon
Camera Assistant: Geoff Skilbeck
Grip: Richard Turton
Production Management: Bluebottle
Stage Manager: Bronwyn (Samasara) Dunston
Lighting Operator: Nick Wollan
Chair Design Consultation: Richard Montgomery
Management and Administraion: Moriarty's Project/Kara Ward
roswarby.com


Archival Film Credits
Earthquakes· Lesson of a disaster
Produced 1971 Prod Co Encyclopaedia Britannica.
Producer/Director· Bert Van Bork
Britain Now
Prod. Co: Anglo-Scottish Pictures. Producer/
Director: Stuart Legg. Director. John Spencer
The Debate Continues
Produced: 1950 Prod Co: British Broadcasting
Corporation Film
Royal Road
Produced: 1940, Prod Co: British Moviestone News
The Task Before the Building Industry
Produced 1950
The Destruction of St Patrick’s College 1971
Produced 1971
A is for Architecture [edited version]
Produced· 1959. Prod. Co National Film Board
of Canada Producer/Director: Robert Verrall
Director: Gerald Budner

Mediaeval Castles
Produced 1949 Prod Co: Gaumont-Bnush
lnstructional Films
Renaissance Architecture
Produced: 19'·8 Prod Co Umted V!orld Films

Organism
Produced 1975. Prod Co: Phoenix Films
Producer/Director Hilary Harris
Biographies
Ros Warby (Choreographer / Performer)

Ros Warby has been creating and performing solo dance since 1990 and her award-winning work has been presented in Australia, Europe and the USA She has also performed with companies and artists including Dance Works, Dance Exchange, Lucy Guerin and the Deborah Hay Company. Recognised for her unique performance work, Warby has received the Robert Helpmann Award for Best Female Dancer (Monumental, 2007), Green Room Awards for Best Female Performer (Monumental. 2000/2007) and Best Solo Performer (Solos. 2001), The Age Critics Commendation Award (Monumental, 2006), an Australia Council Fellowship (2002 04), and the Sidney Myer Performing Arts Award (2007).

The creation of Ros Warby's work has benefited from the rapport nurtured with her creative team of 20 years, designer Margie Medlin and composer Helen Mountfort. Together they create an elaborate interplay and dialogue between dance, film, sound and light: these forms coexisting in a manner rarely achieved in rnulti-disciplinary work

Ros Warby's critically acclaimed Solos (2001) and Swift (2003) have toured to major Australian festivals and to the USA, the UK and Budapest. Her award-winning Monumental premiered at Melbourne International Arts Festival in 2006 and toured to the USA, Venice Biennale, London's Dance Umbrella, the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, and Sydney Opera House. Warby and Medlin's cinematic version of Swift (2006) was televised in 2007 on ABC-TV and has been screened at international festivals worldwide. Ros Warby continues to work occasionally with US choreographer Deborah Hay; most recently on the Forsythe Company's Motion Bank project in Frankfurt In 2012 she will be visiting research scholar in the department of World Arts and Cultures/ Dance at UCLA while continuing to tour and perform.

Margie Medlin (Designer)

Working in the field of dance and the moving image. Margie Medlin has for 25 years designed lighting for live works and produced film and v1deo works, scenographies and new media works. As a producer/director of dance films and video works her most recent credits include the film of Swift with Ros Warby and Morphing Physiology, a documentary about the Quartet Project.

Margie Medlin has been a Special Research Fellow in Lighting Design at Yale School of Drama (1989);has studied Scenography at Central Saint Martains School of Art and Design. London (1991) and Advanced Computer Applications for Theatre Design at Central School of Speech and Dram, London (1992): holds a Master of Arts in Interior Design Australia (1999); and has been Artist in Residence at the ZKM Institute for Art and Media, Germany (1999 2001), where she produced the rnedia installation Miss World. In 2005 she received a Science and Art production award from London's Welcome Trust became Director of Australia’s choreographic research centre, Critical Path in August 2007.
 Helen Mountfort (Composer/Performer)
Helen Mountfort is a classically trained cellist composer originally from New Zealand. Moving to Melbourne in 1986, she joined Not Drowning, Waving with whom she led for a decade. In 1989 she and singer/pianist David Birdie formed  My Friend the Chocolate Cake which has performed extensively over 20 years both locally and internationally. She is also a member of Cosmo Cosmolino, Fine Blue Thread and the David Chesworth Ensemble. 
Helen Mountfort has collaborated for 20 years with Ros Warby, producing two major works, swift and Monumental both of which have toured extensively. She also writes music for film, television and dance and is in demand as a session musician.
Ria Soemardjo (Voaclist/Performer) 
Born in Melbourne of Australian/Indonesian descent, Ria Soemardjo draws on her deep respect for Javanese music tradition in her songwriting and collaborations. Her distinctive vocal style and ability to absorb diverse musical influences have led to collaborations with performers and composers including Helen Mountfort, Anne Norman, Tirn Humphrey, Madeleine Flynn and Adrian Sherriff.  Dance collaborations include work with Ros Warby, and the Tony Yap Company. She performs original compositions with her trio Fine Blue Thread.
Performing highlights include Melbourne Recital Centre, Singapore Performing Arts Showcase and the Brwako Biennale (Japan. 2007) with the Tony Yap Company She was a featured artist at the Melbourne Festival (2006/2007) and her performances at the lwaki Auditorium have been broadcast on Radio National's Mus1c Deli She is also trained as an Alexander Technique teacher Currently the only female exponent of the Javanese classical vocal style, she has trained in central Java and performs regularly with gamelan groups around Australia 
Thank you and Acknowledgements
Thanks to Phoebe, Christran, Esther and Clara Juebner; Molly Morrrson and Jade Blarr: Kate Ellis: UCLA, World Arts and Cultures and Dance. 
About Arts House
Arts House, a key program of the City of Melbourne, is Melbourne’s centre for contemporary and experimental performance and interactive artforms, providing a nexus for cultural expression and social connection in a city environment. We support new and diverse ways to make and experience art. We produce and present art which is participatory and experiential, interdisciplinary and trans-disciplinary, curated through a balance of provocation, responsiveness and collaboration with artists and audiences
Acknowledgement of Country

Arts House respectfully acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land, the Boon Wurrung and Woiwurrung (Wurundjeri) peoples of the Kulin Nation and pays respect to their Elders, past and present. For the Kulin Nation, Melbourne has always been an important meeting place for events of social, educational, sporting and cultural significance. Today we are proud to say that Melbourne is a significant gathering place for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
