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Artist Statement
The New National Sport attempts to visualise the impact that constant news of terror has on the human body, and by extension, the larger socio-political body. I am also interested in conveying the differentiated experience of the impact for members of the Muslim community, of which I am a part.

This work grew out of watching a game of tennis. Seeing the players sweat with exhaustion, gently swinging in anticipation of a serve, absolutely alert and vigilant resonated with a familiar feeling. It seemed to accurately depict the constant vigilance experienced by members of the Muslim community, regardless of whether a new act of terror occurs, or if it is committed by a Muslim. Muslims are often implicitly expected to respond to any news of terror. As a young girl who wore the veil I was often questioned on why Muslims committed horrendous acts. The questions were never about whether or if, but why? As though I ought to have the answers.

Ultimately, I am interested in responses to news of terror, including calls for resilience and renewed determination. It conjures up the saying, “what doesn’t kill you makes you stronger” which seems to idealise a particularly masculine stance on dealing with hardship and pain. But if terror doesn’t kill us, will it make us stronger? And if it doesn’t make us stronger, what would its affect look like?
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