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Artist Statement

After the Great East lapan Earthquake in 2011,
| was asked “can a disaster be isolated to an
exclusive individual experience?”

The earthquake had an enormous impact on the
lives of all Japanese people. As you may know, the
Fukushima nuclear power plant accident became a
global issue that was heavily discussed and
reported on.

| am concerned that this disaster is only being looked
at as a social issue, either that be from a global or
national level. At times, it was simplified, socialized or
relativized and this resulted in misunderstanding and
unnecessary stereotyping. | do believe that this
disaster was a social issue however, it was also an
experience that was lived by the uncountable
individuals and this is who and what the focus should
be on and what | aimed to do in Kagerou.

Kagerou is a story told by a woman named Kyoko
Takagi, who is a survivor of the Great East lapan
Earthquake. She lives in Hisanohama, a small port
town of Fukushima prefecture.

For over five years, | have been preparing Kagerou
from on-site film records in cooperation with actors
and translators. Throughout this work, it was my
objective for the audience to feel nostalgic and
isolated, just as the main character does.

| wanted to prove that even though we come from
different cultures, speak different languages and
have great distance between our countries, through
this story we can delve deep into our memory and
help us remember what is forgotten.

Please enjoy this short moment together.
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Creative Team

Director:

Shun Hamanaka
Producer:

Ryohei Yamamori
Performer:

Yoko Ito
Dramaturg:
Ryusei Asahina
Lighting Designer:
Hiroshi Isaka

Assistant Producer:

Satoko Shimizu
Lighting Operator:
Koji Tanaka
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Biographies

Shun Hamanaka

Director

¥

Shun Hamanaka is a director, videographer and
architect. He has created works that are based on the
voices and videos of local lapanese people for arts
festival such as ZUSHI Media Art Festival, ASHIGARA
ART FESTIVAL, FUKUSHIMA Houtensai in 2012 and
Korekkiriennale in 2013. For his project, kageya,
Hamanaka archived discussions and interviews with
over 200 local people. His work Shadow voices was
nominated as a finalist for GEISOU CONNECT vol.7.

In 2012, Hamanaka established the society, Support
team for Hisanohama Ohisa area in collaboration with
locals and other practicing architects. The education
program of town development that was produced by
Hamanaka alongside local primary school children
won the Good design Award 2015 and the Kids design
Award 2014, 2015.

In 2015, Shun represented Kageroutameno which is
based on the interviews of local fisherman. Following
this production, he developed Kagerou, a work that
awarded him the opportunity to show at Fukushima
Film and Media Festival.

Shun Hamanaka
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Yoko Ito

Performer
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Yoko Ito majored in acting in 1.F.Oberlin University
and received a Bachelor of Drama in 2006. I1to has
performed in shows including, No More Winds Blow
(B5EEBMHAEW) that was written and directed by
Oriza Hirata, Barefoot in the Park, and in Chekhov’s
Three sisters.

In 2006, she attended acting class at the prestigious
National Institute of Dramatic Art in Sydney, Australia.

Once completing her studies, Ito returned to
Australia to undertake voice and acting classes in
Perth and Sydney.

After returning to lapan, Ito began her professional
acting career and performed for several upcoming
lapanese theatre companies.

In 2015, she began the development of Kagerou with
Shun Hamanaka that showcased at TPAM 2016.

Yoko Ito
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Ryohei Yamamori

Producer
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Ryohei Yamamori was born in 1991. Prior to his career
in the arts, he worked as a banker for a government
financial institution. In 2015, he joined the theatre
school organised by Oriza Hirata, Murinkan and
Seinendan Theatre Company where he acted as an
international project producer.

Ryohei Yamamori
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Ryusei Asahina

Dramaturg
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Ryusei Asahina joined Seinendan Theatre in 2013.
He assists Directors by turning their concepts into
aesthetic experiences for theatrical productions. His
major works include; Seinendan Link cui, Current
Location (written by Okada toshiki, directed by Ayato
Yuhki), Setagaya Silk, The Affecting Man (written by
Miyoshi lyurou, directed by Horikawa Honoh).

Ryusei Asahina
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Hiroshi Isaka

Lighting Designer

H

Isaka has been a member of Seinendan Theatre
Company since 2011. His major works include;
Seinendan + Murinkan, The Scientifically Minded,
Northernmost Monkeys (2016), Android theatre,
Sayonara (2015-2016), Thomas Quillardet MONTAGE
(2016). He has also been passionately working on
outreach programs for high school students.

Hiroshi Isaka
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Thank You

Kyoko Takagi; Support Team for Hisanohama Ohisa area and
everyone in the Hisanohama Ohisa district.
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About Arts House

Arts House, a key program of the
City of Melbourne, is Melbourne’s
centre for contemporary and
experimental performance and
interactive artforms, providing a
nexus for cultural expression and
social connection in a city
environment. We support new and
diverse ways to make and
experience art. We produce and
present art which is participatory
and experiential, interdisciplinary
and trans-disciplinary, curated
through a balance of provocation,
responsiveness and collaboration
with artists and audiences.

For more information, please
contact us on the details below.

521 Queensberry Street
North Melbourne VIC 3051
(03)9322 3720

artshouse@melbourne.vic.gov.au
artshouse.com.au

Bookings:
artshouse.com.au or
(03) 9322 3713
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