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We All Know What’s Happening
Samara Hersch & Lara Thoms
Presented by Arts House
6:15pm, Wednesday 19 – Friday 22 July 2017
5pm, Saturday 22 July 2017 – Auslan Interpreted
75 mins
Warning: Children of all ages are welcome to attend this show however, it does contain some adult concepts
Artist Statement
We All Know What’s Happening is a response to Australia’s ongoing colonial relationship with Nauru. From very early phosphate mining to current negotiations around refugee detention centres, our country has been literally placing itself in the middle of this tiny pacific island, adding to a long list of complex and absurd injustices.

Australian school children have only recently begun to learn about Australia’s own history of invasion and exploitation towards our First Nations People. This work hopes to extend the awareness of our country’s questionable behaviour across the Pacific and our violation of basic human rights toward asylum seekers.
This work premieres four years exactly since the day that the Australian government announced that “Asylum seekers who come here by boat without a visa will never be settled in Australia.” This effort to keep people out of sight and therefore out of mind is what our work hopes to challenge. We, like many others, want to keep this conversation on the table and end this unnecessary cycle of trauma that is happening in our name. 

Although we often feel the need to protect children from atrocities performed by our country there is a particular tension when this involves other children their own age. Throughout this process we have worked with seven incredible young people from across Melbourne who are thoughtful, political and deeply concerned, some of whom have even created their own organisation dedicated to children’s rights called Children for Children.

Whilst We All Know What’s Happening plays with traditional and sometimes satirical forms such as the school musical and the history lesson, the politics of this work are intentionally palpable. What we didn’t expect was that the despair we felt at the beginning of our process has shifted to inspiration as we witness young people dedicated to changing Australia’s policies and seeing children their age find justice.
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Biographies
Samara Hersch (CO-CREATOR)
Samara Hersch is an artist working across theatre, film and contemporary performance. She recently presented Sex and Death for the Festival of Live Art at Arts House which received two Green Room Award nominations for Best Contemporary and Experimental Performance. In 2015, Samara was a Director in Residence at the Malthouse Theatre where she directed A Dybbuk Event. Samara was mentored by Bruce Gladwin, from Back to Back Theatre Co. through the JUMP National Mentorship Program and later worked as a show director on their production of Super Discount (Sydney Theatre Co. and Malthouse Theatre). 

As a teaching artist Samara has worked as a guest lecturer in Performance Studies at Deakin University as well as teaching at Monash University, St Martins Youth Arts Centre and Access Inc.
Lara Thoms (CO-CREATOR)
Lara Thoms is interested in socially engaged, site-specific and participatory possibilities in contemporary art and performance. Many of her projects collaborate with people beyond the arts including recent commissions for Perth Festival and The Museum of Contemporary Art. Lara also works as an artist with Aphids and Field Theory and as a producer for Dark Mofo.
Romanie Harper (DESIGNER)
Romanie Harper is a Melbourne based theatre Designer and maker.  She graduated from VCA in 2010.  In 2011 she moved to New York where she worked with The Wooster Group and Radiohole.  Highlights include Set Design for The Sovereign Wife by Sisters Grimm for NEON at MTC, M+M co-design with Anna Cordingley, directed by Daniel Schlusser for the Melbourne International Arts Festival, Set Design for The Bitter Tears of Petra Von Kant directed by Gary Abrahams, Madonna Arms created by I'm Trying to Kiss You for Next Wave Festival 2014 and Meta directed by Samara Hersch. 

Romanie recently co-directed and designed The Collected Works of Victor Bergman at Fortyfivedownstairs as co-founder of the newly created company, The Family and co-directed and designed Calamity at MTC's NEON season 2015.
Jen Hector (LIGHTING DESIGNER)
Jen Hector Recently, Jenny designed the Hub for YIRRAMBOI -The First Nations Arts Festival and was the lighting designer for  three works for Dance Massive 2017. Both her set and lighting designs for Blood on the Dance Floor and Jodee Mundy’s Imagined Touch were part of this years Sydney Festival, having both premiered as part of 2016 Art House season.

Previously, Jenny developed the residential light installation and has designed lighting and collaborated alongside the likes of Aphids, Chamber Made Opera, Dark MOfO, Madeleine Flynn and Tim Humphrey, Jo Lloyd, Back to Back Theatre Company and Rimini Protokoll. 

Jenny is the recipient of two Green Room awards and received the 2017 Green Room Award for Technical achievement
Marco Cher-Gibard (SOUND DESIGN/COMPOSITION)
Marco Cher-Gibard is an artist working through sound.  His practice foregrounds live process and often uses custom software and DIY approaches to sound making.  Marco is a constant collaborator in performance contexts where contributes as a sound designer, composer and infrequent performer.
Grace Ferguson (PIANIST/SOUND COLLABORATOR)
Grace Ferguson is a pianophile and divides her time between performing, composing and teaching almost exclusively for piano. Through each of these different musical realms, she celebrates and challenges the traditions and fixed nature of the instrument. Grace seeks to foster a shift in pianist-as-collaborator and expand contexts in which pianos are played and performed. This emerging perspective integrates acoustic and electronic keyboard sounds across a widespread mix of artistic disciplines including theatre, dance, film and visual art.
Prue Clark (PRODUCTION CO-ORDINATOR AND YOUTH SUPPORT)

Prue Clark is a Melbourne-based theatre director with a particular interest in new writing.  She completed a Postgraduate Diploma in Directing at the Victorian College of the Arts in 2012. She has twice been nominated for a Green Room Award for Best Direction and won Best Director as Auckland Fringe earlier this year. She has worked with young people across a number of projects and workshops
Olivia Bishop (STAGE MANAGER)

Olivia Bishop is a Melbourne based theatre maker and performer who has just graduated from Monash University with a Bachelor of Performing Arts. As part of the Monash Centre of Theatre and Performance, she performed in Welcome to Nowhere, directed by Emma Valente in 2015 and was assistant director to Susie Dee on Uprising, by Patricia Cornelius and Melissa Reeves in 2016 (both performed at The Malthouse). Olivia has also worked and trained with artists Tim Miller, Daniel Lammin, Jane Montgomery Griffiths, Felix Nobis, Fleur Kilpatrick and Robert Reid
Venu Elisaia (PERFORMER AND CREATOR)

Hi I’m Venu Elisaia, I’m 10. I want to be a performer when I grow up. You may know me from kids vs art last year. What I love about being a performer is that I get to work with amazing people and experience different things. I also play football.
Tove Due (PERFORMER AND CREATOR)

Tove  Due is an 18 year old performer, having previously been involved in Adena Jacob’s Bodily Education of Young Girls (MTC) and The Bacchae (Melbourne Festival 2015 and Dark Mofo 2016).

She is currently in her first year of an arts degree and was recently involved in The Book of Exodus - Part 1 (Theatreworks/Fraught Outfit) as a director’s secondment. She is also interested in philosophy, film and music.

Allegra Di Lallo (PERFORMER AND CREATOR)

My name is Allegra Di Lallo. I am 11 years old and do drama classes. I like tennis, acting and I am interested in topics surrounding refugee issues.
Bridie Noonan (PERFORMER AND CREATOR)

Bridie Noonan is a 15 year old performer and has previously appeared in The Bacchae (Melbourne Festival 2015 and Dark Mofo 2016) In 2016 she co-created the youth activist organisation Children for Children with Tove Due.
Eve Nixon (PERFORMER AND CREATOR)

Eve Nixon is a 15 year old performer whose previous works include St Martin’s cross- age ensemble (2012) and The Bacchae for (Melbourne Festival 2015 and Dark Mofo 2016).
Lazar Feldman (PERFORMER AND CREATOR)

Lazar Feldman is 14 and has been involved with crossage ensemble at St Martins Theatre. He plays guitar and loves traveling which has encouraged the belief that everybody deserves human rights.
Finn Owen (PERFORMER AND CREATOR)

Fresh from Kids vs Art, 12 year old Finn is a seasoned performer. Finn loves the social side of performing and the opportunity to consider new issues through art.
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About Arts House
Arts House, a key program of the City of Melbourne, is Melbourne’s centre for contemporary and experimental performance and interactive artforms, providing a nexus for cultural expression and social connection in a city environment. We support new and diverse ways to make and experience art. We produce and present art which is participatory and experiential, interdisciplinary and trans-disciplinary, curated through a balance of provocation, responsiveness and collaboration with artists and audiences
